88                    The Petitioners assemble.              [CHAP.

a letter arrived from Santerre, announcing that the petitioners
were already at the doors. The two great streams of men
from the Faubourg Saint Antoine and the Faubourg Saint
Marceau had moved, the one from the Place de la Salpetriere
and the other iiom the Place de la Bastille, and had met at
the end of the present Rue de Kivoli. The actual petitioners,
their battalions of national guards no longer accompanying
them., were not more than seven thousand in number at the
very outside; but the news of this colossal petition had caused
other battalions of the National Guard to fall in; in order to
keep the peace, and had also collected a vast number of those
who rejoice to see anything new, including, as usual, many
women and children. The petitioners, accompanied by this
crowd, marched down the Rue Saint Honore to the Place
Vendomc, and theie waited while Santerre was admitted to
the Assembly in order to request that the petitioners might
be heard. A violent debate took place. Ramond and Dumolard
on behalf of the right, and Vergniaud and Lasource on behalf
of the left, discussed the question at length For many
mimites the Assembly was in utter confusion, and for two
hours the debate continued, while Santerre looked calmly on.
But meanwhile Santerre's followers were being terribly crushed
in the Rue Saint Honore" and the Place Vend&me. Every
moment the throng swelled in numbers, until the pressure
became intense; and the excitement of the crowd increased.
Fortunately the gate of the old Capucin monastery in the Rue
Saint Honore' was open, and several thousands of the national
guards and of the mob broke into the old convent garden, and
planted their tree of liberty among the monks3 cabbages, and
drank to the oath of the Tennis Court. But, though partly
relieved, the crush still continued, and the mass of women and
children was nearly forced into the hall of the Assembly, and
were so crushed in the narrow passage between the convents
of the Feuillants and the Capucins, which formed the only
access to the Manege from the Rue Saint Honore", and which
is now replaced by the Rue Castiglione, that three municipal
officers came to the king, and requested him to allow the